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Early Care and Education Workforce Relevant Resources:
Qualifications & Educational Support

Below is a list of resources related to the National Early Care and Education (ECE) Workforce Center’s key topic
area of “qualifications & educational support,” which the Center identified in its ongoing environmental scan. We
found these resources through a combination of literature database searches and expert review of ECE-focused
websites, blog posts, and listservs. Resources marked with an asterisk (*) were featured in the National ECE
Workforce Center website’s resource library.

This document was last updated on 3/31/2026. For a list of resources related to the Center’s other key topic areas
(compensation & financial relief strategies, work environment standards, financial resources, and workforce data),
visit https://www.nationaleceworkforcecenter.org/publications/.

Key Topic: Qualifications & Educational Support

; \ Policies and pathways that strengthen career pathways and access to degrees and credentials and
provide consistent standards for educators to achieve higher education

Publications

*Alliance for Early Success. (2023, December). State child Care Policy Roadmap. https://earlysuccess.org/resource-
centers/state-child-care-policy-roadmap/

*Bipartisan Policy Center (2023, August). Apprenticeships: Building a Strong Child Care Workforce Pipeline.
https://bipartisanpolicy.org/report/apprenticeships-building-a-strong-child-care-workforce-pipeline/

*Buffett Early Childhood Institute (2024, January). Elevating Nebraska'’s Early Childhood Workforce: Four Year
Update Report and Recommendations of the Nebraska Early Childhood Workforce Commission. Buffett Early
Childhood Institute at the University of Nebraska. https://buffettinstitute.nebraska.edu/-/media/projects/buffett-
nucleus/resources/reports/elevating-nebraskas-early-childhood-workforce-four-year-update.pdf

*Catalan, N., & Simon, E. (2024). The Impact of Cohort Learning: A Case Study of an ECEPTS Early Educator
Apprenticeship. ECEPTS. https://ecepts.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/05/The-Impact-of-Cohort-Learning-Case-
Study.pdf

*CCEEPRA Research Translation (2023). Supporting the Professional Development of Infant and Toddler Teachers
and Caregivers. OPRE Report #2023-220. Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, Administration for Children
and Families, U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/opre/2023-

220%20Supporting%20PD%200f%201T%20Workforce corrected.pdf

*Dichter, H. & Libetti, A. (2021). Improving Child Care Compensation Backgrounder. The Build Initiative.
https://buildinitiative.org/resource-library/backgrounder-on-compensation-in-child-care/

*Gonzalez, K., Litkowski, E., Tarullo, L., Choe, J., & Bernstein, S. (2024). Spotlight on the Head Start Workforce:
Program Strategies to Improve Well-Being and Increase Retention. OPRE Report 2024-094. Washington, DC:
Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families, U.S. Department of Health
and Human Services. https://acf.gov/opre/report/spotlight-head-start-workforce-program-strategies-improve-
well-being-and-increase

*Grace, C., Thomburg, K., Keith, S. N., Altman, M., & Boyle, A. (2024). Strengthening Support for Our Youngest
Children: Steps for Improving Head Start. Southern Education Foundation.
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ED662974.pdf
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*Greenberg, E., Nelson, V., Doromal, J., Sandstrom, H., Bose, S., & Lauderback, E. (2023). Toward Pay Equity: A Case
Study of Washington, DC’s Wage Boost for Early Childhood Educators. The Urban Institute.
https://www.urban.org/sites/default/files/2023-06/toward%20pay%20equity.pdf

*Hsueh, J., Taylor, H., Maier, M., & Roach, S. (2023). Influences on the Recruitment, Retention, and Advancement of
the Child Care and Early Education Workforce: A Conceptual Framework. MDRC: Building and Sustaining the Child
Care and Early Education Workforce (Base) Project.

https://www.mdrc.org/sites/default/files/41672 hhs OPRE base brief conceptualframework v14 508.pdf

*Kelly, B. B., & Allen, L. (Eds.). (2015). Transforming The Workforce for Children Birth Through Age 8: A Unifying
Foundation. National Academies Press. https://doi.org/10.17226/19401

*Maier, M., & Roach, S. (2024). What Do We Know About Building and Sustaining the Child Care and Early
Education Workforce? Cross-Cutting Themes from a Literature Review, Environmental Scan, and Data Scan.
MDRC. https://www.mdrc.org/work/publications/what-do-we-know-about-building-and-sustaining-child-care-
and-early-education (2024). Base.

*National Association for the Education of Young Children & Council for Adult and Experiential Learning (CAEL).
(2024). Credit Where Credit Is Due: Expanding Credit for Prior Learning in ECE Higher Education Programs.
National Association for the Education of Young Children. https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-
shared/downloads/PDFs/our-work/public-policy-advocacy/final_cpl brief december 2024.pdf

*National Center on Early Childhood Quality Assurance (2023). Peer Support as a Strategy for Enhancing Home-
based Child Care Providers’ Well-being and Engagement in Publicly Funded Systems, Quality Improvement and
Leadership. https://www.nationaleceworkforcecenter.org/wp-content/uploads/2024/02/Peer-Support-as-a-
Strategy.pdf

*North Carolina Early Childhood Compensation Collaborative. (2021, February). North Carolina Early Childhood
Compensation Collaborative Model Salary Scale for Early Education Teachers.
https://ncchildcare.ncdhhs.gov/Portals/O/documents/pdf/N/North Carolina Early Childhood Compensation Coll
aborative Model Salary Scale for Early Education Teachers.pdf

*Sharrock, E., Schaeffing, A., Rosenthal, L., & Wong, T. (2021). A Snapshot of Ece Apprenticeship Programs. New
America. https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ed616124.pdf

*Smith, S., & Lawrence, S. (2019). Early Care and Education Teacher Well-Being: Associations with Children’s
Experience, Outcomes, and Workplace Conditions: A Research-To-Policy Brief. Research Connections. National
Center for Children in Poverty, Mailman School of Public Health, Columbia University & Interuniversity Consortium
for Political and Social Research, University of Michigan. https://www.nccp.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/05/text 1224 .pdf

*Unifying Framework for the Early Childhood Education Profession. (2020).
https://powertotheprofession.org/wpcontent/uploads/2020/03/power-to-profession-framework-03312020-
web.pdf

*We Are Not Ok: Early Childhood Educators and Families Face Rising Challenges as Relief Funds Expire. (2024).
NAEYC. https://www.naeyc.org/sites/default/files/globally-shared/downloads/PDFs/our-work/public-policy-
advocacy/feb 2024 brief wearenotok final 1.pdf

A Decade of Change: Progress and Possibility in Early Childhood Workforce and Finance. (2025). The Early
Educator Investment Collaborative. https://earlyedcollaborative.org/what-we-do/ourwork/a-decade-of-change-
series/

Agnamba, L. A., Hawkinson, L. E., Tribble, B. D., & Sharpe, N. (2019). Mixed Delivery Evaluation Final Report.
Evaluation of Virginia's Mixed Delivery Preschool Pilot Program. https://vecf.org/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/SRC-Mixed-Delivery-Final-Report-8.19.2019-1.pdf

Akaba, S., Peters, L. E., Liang, E., & B Graves, S. (2020). Pre-K Teachers’ Perspectives on Factors That Influence Their
Experiences Through Universal Pre-K Policy Changes in New York City. Journal of Early Childhood Research, 18(2),
143-158. https://doi.org/10.1177/1476718x19885993

Akaba, S., Peters, L. E., Liang, E., & Graves, S. B. (2022). Pre-K Teachers’ Professional Identity Development at
Community-Based Organizations During Universal Pre-K Expansion in New York City. International Journal of
Child Care and Education Policy, 16(1), 6. https://doi.org/10.1186/s40723-022-00099-9
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Alcal, L., Atkin, C., Karoly, L., King, C., Kubinec, J., Muenchow, S., Stipek, D., & Wested. (2020, December). Master
Plan for Early Learning and Care: Making California for All Kids. California Health & Human Services Agency.
https://californiaforallkids.chhs.ca.gov/assets/pdfs/master%20plan%20for%20early%20learning%20and%20care
%20-%20making%20california%20for%20all%20kids%20%28english%29.pdf

Alexander, D., Henly, J., & Stoll, M. (2017). Unintended and Inequitable Impacts of a 2017 Policy Change for License-
Exempt Home Child Care. lllinois Action for Children. https://www.actforchildren.org/wp-
content/uploads/2024/02/UnintendedlmpactsFFN FINAL.pdf

Ali, U., Herbst, C. M., & Makridis, C. A. (2021). Minimum Quality Regulations and the Demand for Child Care Labor.
Journal of Policy Analysis and Management, 43(3), 660-695. https://doi.org/10.1002/pam.22568

Alkon, A, Rose, R., Hazard, K., & Moser, D. (2021). National Health and Safety Standards: Family Child Care Homes
Compared with Child Care Centers. Journal of Pediatric Health Care, 35(1), 5-15.
https://doi.org/10.1016/j.pedhc.2020.03.004

Amadon, S., Borton, J,, Lin, Y., Madill, R., Tang, J., Ventura, |., & Xie, G. (2022). Employment Experiences of the 2019
Center-Based Child Care Workforce During the COVID-19 Pandemic: Key Findings by Race and Ethnicity.
https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/OPRE/nsece_snapshot COVID race ethnicity jan2023.pdf

Ansari, A, Pianta, R. C., Whittaker, J. V., Vitiello, V. E., & Ruzek, E. A. (2022). Preschool Teachers’ Emotional
Exhaustion in Relation to Classroom Instruction and Teacher-Child Interactions. Early Education and Development,
33(1), 107-120. https://doi.org/10.1080/10409289.2020.1848301

Applying Research to Policy and Practice: The Value of Professional Support in Retaining a Diverse ECE Workforce.
(2025, February 4). NAEYC. https://www.naeyc.org/resources/blog/applying-research-professional-support

Arabella Advisors (2019, May). Exploring Demand for Leadership Development Among Leaders in Early Childhood
Care and Learning. https://www.arabellaadvisors.com/wp-content/uploads/2019/06/exploring-demand-for-
leadership-development.pdf

Aranbarri, A., Stahmer, A. C., Talbott, M. R., Miller, M. E., Drahota, A., Pellecchia, M., Barber, A. B, Griffith, E. M.,
Morgan, E. H., & Rogers, S. J. (2021). Examining US Public Early Intervention for Toddlers with Autism:
Characterizing Services and Readiness for Evidence-Based Practice Implementation. Frontiers in Psychiatry, 12,
786138. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyt.2021.786138

Arcan, C., Davey, C., Larowe, T. L., & Nanney, M. S. (2020). Provider-Selected Training Needs and Associations with
Related Practices in Childcare Settings in Minnesota and Wisconsin. Journal of School Health, 90(11), 869-877.
https://doi.org/10.1111/josh.12952

Arteaga, |, Thornburg, K., Darolia, R., & Hawks, J. (2019). Improving Teacher Practices with Children Under Five:
Experimental Evidence From the Mississippi Buildings Blocks. Evaluation Review, 43(1-2), 41-76.
https://doi.org/10.1177/0193841x19865070

Artman-Meeker, K., Fettig, A., Cunningham, J. E., Chang, H.-C., Choi, G., & Harbin, S. (2022). Iterative Design and
Pilot Implementation of a Tiered Coaching Model to Support Socio-Emotional Teaching Practices. Topics in Early
Childhood Special Education, 42(2), 124-136. https://doi.org/10.1177/02711214211050122

Ascetta, K., Harn, B., & Duran, L. (2019). Comparing Self-Reported and Performance-Based Online Feedback on
Early Childhood Teachers’ Implementation of Language Strategies. Early Childhood Education Journal, 47(3), 353-
365. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-019-00934-8

Atkins-Burnett, S., Tarullo, L., Monahan, S., Hurwitz, F., Bruursema, T., Li, A., Blesson, E., Cannon, J., De Mond, A., &
Heckler, A. (2020). The We Grow Together Professional Development System: Final Report of the 2019 Field Test
(OPRE Report #2020-170). Office of Planning, Research, and Evaluation, Administration for Children and Families,
U.S. Department of Health and Human Services.

https://acf.gov/sites/default/files/documents/opre/WGT Field%20Test Final%20Report 508.pdf

Austin, L. J. E.,, Whitebook, M., & Chavez, R. (2019). Strengthening California’s Early Childhood Education Workforce
(Chapter 4). Center for the Study of Child Care Employment.
https://CSCCE.berkeley.edu/publications/report/strengthening-californias-early-childhood-education-workforce/
Austin, L. J. E., Whitebrook, M., Amanta, F. (2015). Challenges and Opportunities for Including Coursework on
Infants and Toddlers in Higher Education Degree Programs. Center for the Study of Child Care Employment,
University of California, Berkeley. https://CSCCE.berkeley.edu/wpcontent/uploads/publications/challenges-and-
opportunities-for-including-coursework-oninfants-and-toddlers-in-higher-education-degree-programs O.pdf
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Austin, L., Copeman Petig, A, Pufall Jones, E., & Knight, J. (2025). The ECEPTS Journey: Building a National
Infrastructure for Early Educator Apprenticeship. Center for the Study of Child Care Employment.
https://ecepts.org/wp-content/uploads/2025/10/ecepts-journey-9-30-25.pdf

Awarding Academic Credit for Prior Learning in Colorado’s Public Institutions of Higher Education. (2021). The
Colorado Department of Higher Education.
https://highered.colorado.gov/publications/Reports/PLA/2021/DHE 2021 PLA Report 8 30 21.pdf

Ay, M. (2021). The Limitations of Using Market Rates for Setting Child Care Subsidy Rates. Center for American
Progress. https://www.americanprogress.org/article/limitations-using-market-rates-setting-child-care-subsidy-
rates/

Baronak, K. O., & Baronak, W. M. (2023). Honoring the Power of Place: Rural Educator Development in Early
Childhood & Elementary Education Using a Childcare Apprenticeship Model. Thresholds in Education, 46(3).
https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/EJ1435558.pdf

Barron, C., Weathington, B., Howell, S., & Bell, S. (2020). A Relationship-Based Approach to Professional
Development in the Early Childhood Educational Setting. Zero to Three. https://www.zerotothree.org/wp-
content/uploads/2020/09/41-1-Barron.pdf

Bassok, D. (2013). Raising Teacher Education Levels in Head Start: Exploring Programmatic Changes Between 1999
and 2011. Early Childhood Research Quarterly, 28(4), 831-842. https://doi.org/10.1016/j.ecresq.2013.07.004

Bassok, D., & Weisner, K. (2021). The Impact of COVID on Enroliment and Revenue At Virginia Family Day Homes
(Study of Early Education Through Partnerships). University of Virginia.
http://bit.ly/see partnerships fdh COVID impact

Bassok, D., & Weisner, K. (2022). Who Are the Teachers Leaving Child Care Centers? Evidence From Virginia.
University of Virginia, Edpolicyworks. https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ed616125.pdf

Bassok, D., Doromal, J. B, Holland, A., & Michie, M. (2020). Who Teaches Virginia’s Youngest Children? Sector
Differences in the Racial/Ethnic Composition of Early Educators. Virginia PDG B-5 Evaluation See-Partnerships
Report. Edpolicyworks At the University of Virginia. https://vecf.mundidev.com/wp-
content/uploads/2021/06/see partnerships vapdg-report racial-composition revised.pdf

Bassok, D., Herring, W., Markowitz, A. J., & Bellows, L. (2021). Credentialing: Lessons From Louisiana’s Early
Childhood Workforce. University of Virginia, Edpolicyworks. https://files.eric.ed.gov/fulltext/ed615567.pdf

Bassok, D., Smith, A. E., Markowitz, A. J., & Miller-Bains, K. (2023). Professionalizing the Child Care Workforce:
Teachers’ and Leaders’ Views of Louisiana’s Early Childhood Ancillary Certificate.
https://www.rand.org/pubs/commentary/2023/04/building-a-professional-early-childhood-workforce-
requires.html

Bates, R. A., Norrod, P., & Dynia, J. M. (2025). Prevalence of Depression in Center-Based Early Childhood Educators
by Sociodemographic Characteristics. Early Childhood Education Journal. https://doi.org/10.1007/s10643-025-
02012-8

Bayly, B. L., Dizon, E., Shrestha, G., Smith, C. L., Tekle, S., & Rhoades Cooper, B. (2022). Leveraging Self-
Determination Theory to Understand Which Preschool Teachers Benefit Most From a Professional Development
Intervention. Journal of Early Childhood Teacher Education, 43(2), 194-212.
https://doi.org/10.1080/10901027.2020.1818652

Beauchamp, A.-A., Lacoste, Y., Kingsbury, C., & Gadais, T. (2022). When Are You Taking Us Outside? an Exploratory
Study of the Integration of the Outdoor Learning in Preschool and Primary Education in Quebec. Frontiers in
Psychology, 13, 955549. https://doi.org/10.3389/fpsyg.2022.955549

Beers Dewhirst, C., & Goldman, J. (2020). Launching Motivation for Mindfulness: Introducing Mindfulness to Early
Childhood Preservice Teachers. Early Child Development and Care, 190(8), 1299-1312.
https://doi.org/10.1080/03004430.2018.1531853

Beisly, A. H., & Lake, V. E. (2021). Knowledge of Child Development: Associations Among Pre-Service Teachers’
Level of Education and Work Experience. Journal of Early Childhood Research, 19(2), 195-210.
https://doi.org/10.1177/1476718x20942948
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Bellows, L., Miller-Bains, K., & Bassok, D. (2022). Professionalizing the Child Care Workforce: Understanding the
Low Rates of Credential Completion Among Early Educators. EdPolicyWorks at the University of Virginia.
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Ben-Harush, A., & Orland-Barak, L. (2019). Triadic Mentoring in Early Childhood Teacher Education: the Role of
Relational Agency. International Journal of Mentoring and Coaching in Education, 8(3), 182-196.
https://doi.org/10.1108/ijmce-10-2018-0055

Berger, R. H., Delgrosso, T., & Schilder, D. (2025). Apprenticeships in Early Head Start Programs: Select Findings
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